HEARING NEEDS (St Andrew’s) NEWSLETTER APRIL 2010

Dear Parents/Carers/Families

Welcome back to the final school term of this academic year—how the time has flown!!!

There will be lots going on in school and in the Hearing Needs department so put this newsletter safe, get the dates in your diary and keep checking the school website and especially our section.

WORLD BOOK DAY COMPETITION

Children were asked to write about their favourite story. There were entries from deaf children in resourced and mainstream schools and Mumtaz, a youth worker at the Manchester Deaf Centre, judged the competition. All entrants received a small Easter egg and the winners in each key stage received a large Easter egg.

St Andrews children won the KS1 and KS2 prizes, which were presented at Alma Park School. Well done, everybody, and special congratulations to Natalia Daley(KS1 winner) and Nura Gowhar (KS2 winner)

AMPLIFICATION

We have recently had some new sound field systems installed in school and these are making listening easier for many of the mainstream children as well as for our deaf children.

We are currently trying out some new radio aid systems in school using smaller receivers and will let you know how that is going when we see you at the next Parents/ family/carers meeting.

Could we ask parents to send in spare COCHLEAR IMPLANT BATTERIES as we are unable to get stocks from the CI Centre—they will only issue batteries to parents. THANKS.

HIGH SCHOOL TRANSITION

The staff can’t believe it is almost time to say GOODBYE and GOOD LUCK to Sana and Bailey who will be moving to High school this September. We will be doing visits between now and the end of the year-----and will be thinking about where Yr 5 children may be going in 2011—scary!!

SPORTS/ACTIVITIES

Some children will be starting swimming sessions this term. (A REMINDER TO MAKE SURE SWIMMING KIT AND PE KIT ARE IN SCHOOL ON THE CORRECT DAYS)

We will be continuing with the Friday afternoon tennis coaching sessions and will alternate the children as only 4 can go each week. The participants are really developing their skills…. Wimbledon stars of the future?

Our children in Yr1- Yr6 will participate in  the Manchester Primary Schools Pan Disability Athletics Festival at Sportcity on Thursday 22nd April—and will hopefully win lots of medals! 

We are continuing to exercise with our Wii some lunchtimes. As the result of a very generous donation from Mr and Mrs Malik, we now have 2 excellent new games to choose from. This donation is greatly appreciated. Thank you both from all the staff and children.

BREAKFAST CLUB

This is well used by many of our children and is a great social/ learning occasion as well as a good source of energy so children can work well throughout the day.

Please remember to send in breakfast club money each Monday morning. THANKS.

We are very grateful to the Friends of Manchester Deaf Children who have subsidised this club during 2009-2010.

Friends of Manchester Deaf Children
This group works hard to raise funds so that deaf children can have help with a variety of activities in addition to those provided as part of the school curriculum. In recent years we have asked for and received help in buying our Wii, funding outings etc.

During Deaf Awareness Week(3rd-7th May) the Friends will be raising funds by selling pencils bearing a “deaf friendly” logo.(We will let you have details of price, colours available etc. as soon as we know them) The Hearing Needs children at St Andrew’s are making birthday cards during the early morning craft sessions. We will be selling these cards to staff and parents and will show you examples at our next Parents /family/carers meeting. (We were able to donate £50 to the fund by selling Christmas cards made by the children last term.)

THE GROUP WOULD LOVE TO HAVE A PARENT REPRESENTATIVE

 FMDC meets at St.Andrew’s at 4pm once every half term—if you could spare just over an hour to join us please have a word with Mrs Coy for more details.

Building work is moving along well in school and we hope to be in our new classroom by September—in the meantime you can find us in the Cabin opposite the rear hall door------and we hope to see you soon----BECAUSE  ………

We will be having one of our regular Family Afternoons on 6/05/2010. Our focus will be The Ear and families will be invited to watch The Bionic Ear Show. This group will be coming from London to give us a presentation because the first week in May is Deaf Awareness Week and we will be having a lot of activities in school.

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED IN THE HEARING NEEDS ROOM AFTERWARDS, OF COURSE, AND THE CHILDREN WILL SHOW OFF TO YOU WITH THE NEW SONGS POEMS AND SKIPPING RHYMES THEY HAVE BEEN LEARNING

SO SEE YOU ALL

6th MAY--- THURSDAY AFTERNOON ---1pm-3pm

Best wishes from the Hearing Needs Team
(A. Ryder, G. Webb, A. Phillips, E.Bull, G.Sparling, Y. Brown, M.Jackson, J. Coy)

